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Mac	users	can	now	run	Android	apps	on	their	desktop	thanks	to	App	Player	from	Bluestacks,	an	Android	emulation	platform	that	is	available	as	an	alpha	version	for	OS	X.	Bluestacks	does	not	specify	any	system	requirements	on	its	site,	but	in	my	tests	App	Player	for	Mac	worked	just	fine	on	a	MacBook	running	Mac	OS	X	10.6,	Snow	Leopard.	When	you
download	and	install	App	Player,	the	program	sticks	an	Android	apps	folder	in	your	dock	for	easy	access.	Clicking	on	any	of	the	apps	will	start	up	the	app	emulator	for	you.	If	you’re	looking	for	the	folder	through	the	Finder	you’ll	find	it	in	Applications>Android	Apps.	Right	now,	there	are	only	17	apps	and	games	available	for	App	Player	on	OS	X	such
as	Facebook,	Glow	Hockey,	Paper	Toss,	Pulse,	Seesmic,	Twitter,	Whatsapp,	and	Zebra	Paint.	Most	of	the	apps	run	without	many	issues:	Pulse	responded	quickly	and	was	fairly	easy	to	navigate,	and	the	game	Paper	Toss	worked	well	but	was	a	little	slow.	I	couldn’t	get	Whatsapp,	the	cross-platform	messaging	service,	to	work,	and	I	encountered	the
same	problem	when	trying	out	Bluestacks’	App	Player	on	Windows.	App	Player	for	Mac	is	pretty	feature-bare	compared	to	what	Bluestacks	offers	on	Windows,	but	that’s	to	be	expected	since	this	is	only	an	alpha	release.	You	won’t	find	any	of	the	sync	features	the	Windows	version	has,	or	the	ability	to	download	apps	from	the	various	Android	app
stores	including	Amazon	Appstore	for	Android,	Get	Jar	and	Google	Play.	Running	Android	apps	on	your	Mac	could	be	a	handy	feature	just	as	it	is	for	Windows	users.	At	the	moment,	however,	there	isn’t	much	content	available	to	convince	users	to	give	App	Player	a	try.	Some	of	the	17	apps	currently	available	such	as	Seesmic	and	Twitter	are	already
available	as	native	Mac	apps,	and	you	can	find	comparable	games	to	what	Bluestacks	offers	in	the	Mac	App	Store	(although	not	for	free).	So	unless	you’re	dying	to	run	Facebook	for	Android	on	your	Mac,	there’s	not	a	whole	lot	to	win	you	over	right	now.	Nevertheless,	Bluestacks	says	it	will	be	adding	new	app	developers	every	month,	so	keep	your	eye
on	App	Player	to	see	what	new	features	and	apps	it	adds	over	the	next	few	months.	You	can	download	App	Player	for	Mac	from	the	Bluestacks	site.	Connect	with	Ian	Paul	(@ianpaul)	on	Twitter	andGoogle+,	and	with	Today@PCWorld	on	Twitter	for	the	latest	tech	news	and	analysis.	Since	you	are	on	your	phone,	we	are	going	to	send	you	to	the	Google
Play	page.	(In	some	cases	BlueStacks	uses	affiliate	links	when	linking	to	Google	Play)	BlueStacks	4	is	not	available	on	Windows	XP.	You	must	have	Windows	7	or	higher.	Windows	10	is	recommended.	You	can	install	and	run	Android	apps	on	your	computer	with	the	help	of	an	emulator.	We	tested	all	of	the	best	Android	emulators	for	Windows	and	Mac,
including	portable	Android	emulators	like	Bliss	OS,	in	order	to	help	you	choose	one	that	best	fits	your	needs.	There	are	multiple	versions	of	Android.	Make	sure	your	emulator	can	run	the	appropriate	version	for	the	apps	you	want	to	use.	BlueStacks	is	one	of	the	most	popular	Android	emulators.	It's	free,	easy	to	set	up,	and	available	for	both	major
operating	systems.	It's	most	notable	feature	is	the	ability	to	cast	to	your	TV	so	that	you	can	play	mobile	games	on	a	big	screen.	There	are	some	interface	and	performance	issues,	but	BlueStack	is	an	overall	stable	program	that	allows	you	to	run	Android	apps	smoothly	on	your	computer.		Android	has	an	official	emulator	for	Windows	that	is	part	of	the
Android	development	kit.	It	includes	a	few	pre-installed	apps	such	as	the	phone	dialer	and	messaging	app.	Android	Studio	is	designed	for	developers	to	test	and	debug	Android	apps,	so	casual	users	probably	won't	need	all	of	the	extra	tools	that	come	with	it.	ARChon	is	a	Google	Chrome	extension	that	runs	Android	apps	and	games	in	the	Chrome
browser.	Setting	it	up	requires	you	to	enable	developer	mode	on	Chrome,	and	you	may	have	to	convert	certain	apps	to	get	them	working,	so	carefully	read	the	instructions	on	GitHub	before	you	begin.	Bliss	is	a	portable	Android	emulator,	which	means	that	you	can	carry	it	around	on	a	USB	drive.	That	way,	you	can	use	it	on	different	computers	running
different	operating	systems.	It's	especially	useful	for	developers	or	anyone	who	works	on	multiple	devices.	VirtualBox	is	capable	of	emulating	almost	any	operating	system.	Since	it	can	emulate	any	version	of	Android,	you	can	run	just	about	any	app.	It's	especially	ideal	for	developers	who	work	on	various	platforms,	but	it	might	be	overkill	if	all	you
want	is	a	simple	Android	emulator.	Thanks	for	letting	us	know!	Tell	us	why!	PC	emulators	for	Android	have	come	a	long	way	in	the	past	few	years,	and	now	you	can	enjoy	a	wide	variety	of	games	that	your	phone	might	not	even	be	able	to	run.	Bluestacks	is	our	favorite	Android	emulator	with	a	gaming	focus,	so	we	put	together	this	list	of	the	best	games
to	play	on	the	Bluestacks	Android	emulator.You’ll	find	a	variety	of	genres	like	strategy,	action,	simulation,	and	gacha	games.	Check	out	our	picks	and	start	your	Bluestacks	download	and	get	playing	right	away!	Best	games	on	Bluestacks	Android	emulator:	Editor’s	note:	This	list	will	be	updated	regularly	when	new	Bluestacks	games	are	released.	What
is	Bluestacks?	Bluestacks	is	one	of	the	most	popular	Android	PC	and	Mac	emulators,	used	by	more	than	370	million	people	around	the	world.	It	not	only	allows	you	to	run	Android	games	on	your	desktop,	but	it	also	offers	a	number	of	additional	features	to	take	the	experience	to	the	next	level.	Read	also:	Android	emulator	BlueStacks	5	is	hereThose
features	include	improved	graphics	performance	compared	to	even	high-end	smartphones,	custom	mappings	for	keyboards	or	Bluetooth	controllers,	and	multi-instance	capabilities	to	play	on	more	than	one	account	at	a	time.	Plus,	there	are	regular	giveaways	for	gaming	gear	and	in-game	items.	Why	download	Bluestacks?	The	advantages	above	make
Bluestacks	an	ideal	choice	for	a	number	of	Android	games.	While	most	mobile	games	are	designed	to	be	played	in	short	spurts,	some	require	extended	play	times	that	will	eat	through	your	battery	in	no	time	at	all.	Others,	like	PUBG	Mobile,	have	graphics	requirements	that	your	phone	might	not	meet.For	streamers,	Bluestacks	has	even	more
advantages.	It’s	easy	to	stream	to	Twitch,	YouTube,	Facebook,	and	others	using	OBS	or	other	streaming	software.	This	is	a	much	more	comfortable	setup	than	streaming	from	your	phone,	which	requires	specialized	cables	and	software.	Is	Bluestacks	safe?	Yes,	Bluestacks	is	safe.	Unlike	many	other	Android	emulators,	Bluestacks	is	made	by	a
legitimate	company	based	in	California	that	takes	data	protection	seriously.	Even	so,	you	should	always	be	sure	to	download	Bluestacks	from	their	official	website,	and	not	any	third	party	websites.Bluestacks	will,	however,	consume	a	lot	of	resources	on	your	computer,	just	like	many	other	resource	heavy	applications	or	games.	Keep	that	in	mind	if	you
want	to	leave	it	running	in	the	background	on	a	less	than	powerful	machine.Ready	to	get	started?	Just	hit	the	Bluestacks	download	button	below,	then	scroll	down	to	the	bottom	and	click	the	green	download	button.	Or	keep	reading	to	learn	more	about	our	favorite	games	on	Bluestacks.	1.	AFK	Arena	On	the	surface,	AFK	Arena	looks	like	just	another
gacha	game,	but	there	is	enough	depth	in	its	auto-play	mechanics	to	sustain	a	huge	playerbase	around	the	world.	Plus,	the	graphics	and	animations	are	fantastic,	with	just	enough	story	to	keep	you	interested	in	grinding	it	out.This	makes	our	list	of	the	best	games	for	Bluestacks	because	you	can	take	advantage	of	combo	keys	to	repeat	stages	each
time	they’re	finished.	This	is	a	game-changer	for	grinding	out	progression	for	both	new	and	experienced	players.	2.	Arknights	Arknights	is	a	new	game	from	the	same	developer	as	the	hit	strategy	game	Azur	Lane.	It	features	the	typical	anime	aesthetics,	but	gameplay	is	something	truly	unique	for	the	gacha	genre.	It’s	a	kind	of	hybrid	tower	defense
game	with	a	much	higher	difficulty	than	you	might	expect.As	always,	there	is	an	element	of	grinding	to	progress,	but	thanks	to	Bluestacks	you	can	set	it	and	forget	it.	With	fantastic	art	and	F2P	friendly	gameplay,	Arknights	is	perfect	for	fans	of	gacha	games	that	are	looking	for	something	different.	3.	The	Seven	Deadly	Sins:	Grand	Cross	Anime	fans
will	be	more	than	familiar	with	The	Seven	Deadly	Sins,	which	is	one	of	the	most	popular	anime	and	manga	series	around.	Although	the	manga	finished	in	early	2020,	you	can	still	relive	the	story	with	the	fantastic	turn-based	strategy	game	Seven	Deadly	Sins:	Grand	Cross.	It	features	the	same	voice	actors	as	the	anime	series	and	some	of	the	best
visuals	ever	seen	in	a	mobile	game.Even	if	you’re	not	a	fan	of	the	anime,	the	incredible	graphics	and	charming	characters	will	leave	you	hooked.	4.	Call	of	Duty:	Mobile	Call	of	Duty:	Mobile	was	one	of	the	biggest	releases	of	2020,	and	although	Bluetooth	controller	support	was	recently	added,	mouse	and	keyboard	controls	remain	the	most	accurate.
Touch	controls	are	notably	finicky,	even	for	experienced	mobile	gamers.That’s	where	the	Bluestacks	Android	emulator	comes	in.	It	allows	you	to	customize	your	control	scheme	on	PC	and	play	how	you	want	to	play.	If	you	enjoy	this	one,	you	should	also	check	out	PUBG	Mobile,	although	odds	are	you’ve	already	spent	many	hours	in	the	forests	of
Vekendi.	5.	Rise	of	Kingdoms	From	the	developers	behind	AFK	Arena	and	Rise	of	Civilizations,	Rise	of	Kingdoms:	Lost	Crusade	is	a	strategy	game	that	features	both	real-time	battles	and	kingdom	building	gameplay.	A	huge	player	base,	frequent	updates,	and	plenty	of	premium	currency	for	free	players	mean	you’ll	never	run	out	of	things	to	do.	6.	Shop
Titans	Shop	Titans	is	a	unique	take	on	a	fairly	well-tread	genre	for	mobile	gaming,	but	what	really	sets	it	apart	is	great	execution	and	balance.	In	it,	you	play	as	an	upstart	merchant	who	must	build	their	shop	into	a	retail	empire.	Not	only	can	you	fully	customize	your	character	and	shop	design,	you	can	also	team	up	with	other	artisans	and	equip	local
warriors	to	defend	the	town	or	explore	dangerous	dungeons.Like	most	simulation	games,	it’s	a	slow	burn	that	you	can	come	back	to	for	years,	but	the	daily	and	hourly	progression	is	fast	enough	to	keep	you	playing	for	hours	at	a	time.	7.	King	of	Avalon:	Dragon	Warfare	King	of	Avalon	is	another	mobile	game	that	has	stood	the	test	of	time.	At	its	core,
it’s	a	multiplayer	kingdom	building	game,	but	it	also	has	MMO	elements	that	keep	the	game	interesting	after	weeks	or	months	of	gameplay.Playing	on	Bluestacks	Android	emulator	makes	it	even	easier	to	keep	track	of	your	kingdom	while	multitasking,	and	offers	some	powerful	tools	like	multi-instancing	for	the	truly	committed.		8.	Idle	Heroes	If
you’re	looking	for	an	idle	game	to	play	in	the	background	while	studying	or	watching	Netflix,	Idle	Heroes	is	one	of	the	best	and	most	popular	games	out	there.	Countless	players	around	the	world	have	been	playing	for	years,	and	by	simply	logging	into	your	Google	Play	account	you	can	continue	your	progression	on	your	phone	or	PC	thanks	to	the
Bluestacks	Android	emulator.Many	games	have	copied	the	formula	set	by	Idle	Heroes,	but	few	do	it	as	well.	Plus,	frequent	updates	and	new	events	keep	things	fresh	for	veterans	and	newbies	alike.	9.	Reign	of	Empires	Civilization	building	games	are	a	dime	a	dozen	on	the	Google	Play	Store,	but	one	of	the	best	of	the	lot	is	Reign	of	Empires,	previously
titled	Civilization	War.	It	lets	you	choose	from	eight	of	the	world’s	most	famous	civilizations	from	history,	from	ancient	Egypt	to	the	Japanese	Shogunate.	As	you	build	up	your	civilization,	you	can	attack	other	players	and	steal	their	resources.With	the	Bluestacks	emulator’s	multi-instancing	feature,	you	can	have	several	civilizations	building	at	once,
which	should	help	alleviate	your	reliance	on	active	clanmates	to	progress	in	the	late	game.	10.	State	of	Survival	There	are	plenty	of	zombie	survival	games	on	Android,	but	one	of	the	best	available	is	State	of	Survival.	As	you	expand	your	territory	and	recruit	new	survivors,	you	can	learn	more	about	the	infection	and	how	to	stop	it.	The	game	is	great
for	running	in	the	background	while	you	do	other	tasks,	and	it’s	very	friendly	to	free	players.
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